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Visit bainbridgehybridsolution.com 
or scan the QR code. 

Improving electric reliability and 
capacity on Bainbridge Island

The online open house is live now through 
January 15, 2025. 

As the harvest moon rose over the
water a couple of weeks ago, it was big
and bright. A super moon they say. Now
it's November. The fall rains have ar-
rived. The salmon are returning. And
Thanksgiving feasts are just weeks
away. Let’s celebrate!

Harvest for Pacifi�c Northwest win-
eries is an action-packed, frenzied
event that lasts sometime between Au-
gust and October depending on Mother
Nature. Picking at optimal maturity

and before the rains begin is the goal.
With that accomplished, the grapes are
safely fermenting away in stainless
steel tanks or in barrel.

The weather during the 2024 grow-
ing season in the Pacifi�c Northwest has
been kind to winemakers. Except for
one slight glitch. A particularly hard
freeze hit British Columbian vineyards
in January. But Washington’s vine-
yards were able to share their bountiful
harvest with B.C. wineries.

Oregon's grape harvest went well
also. This year’s growing conditions
were cooler than normal with a bit of
rain. That delayed harvest by a few
weeks, but by early September, the
warmer, drier weather returned, grapes
reached optimal ripeness and harvest
commenced.

That big, bright October harvest
moon also brought higher tides to the
wet side of the mountains and a fair
amount of rain, enough to swell Kit-
sap’s shallow creeks. With these favor-
able conditions, salmon began their
annual return to their natal streams.

Fishing was once the most impor-
tant source of food around Puget
Sound. The Suquamish fi�shed for
salmon and gathered clams and oys-
ters as they plied the clear salt water of
Dyes Inlet.

During harvest season back then,
there were berries and roots to gather.
Waterfowl, deer, and elk were also
abundant and preserved for the coming
winter. Fishing, gathering and hunting
produced food, tools, shelter and cloth-
ing.

The Suquamish had three tradition-
al winter villages on the shores of Dyes
Inlet. At Chico, Erland’s Point and Sil-
verdale. The rainy winter season
brought the return of salmon to spawn,
social gatherings and ceremonial
feasts into the long houses of these vil-
lages. 

To learn more about the Suquamish
people, visit https://suquam-
ish.nsn.us/suquamish_museum/

Today, salmon continue to return to
their natal creeks but in much smaller
numbers. It’s an amazing sight to see!
Get on down to Clear Creek to see this
remarkable life cycle. For other places
to go, check out the Kitsap Salmon
Tours website.

Wine pairings to fi�t the
Northwest’s salmon season

See WINE, Page 14

Cheers to You
Mary Earl

Outreach

Engagement

Summary
The purpose of the online open house was to share information  
about the Island’s electric system, provide a status update about key 
projects on the Island and share next steps with the community.  
The open house featured click-through slides with project information; 
an interactive map displaying PSE’s existing infrastructure, hybrid 
solution projects and photo renderings of the new transmission line  
as well as a comment form for participants to share their questions  
and concerns with project staff. Below is a summary of the feedback 
PSE received, who participated in the online open house, and how  
we promoted it.

Comments
Comment themes from participants showed appreciation for  
PSE’s projects, questions about why the projects are taking 
longer than anticipated, compliments for the clear delivery of 
information in the online open house and the community’s desire for 
improved reliability faster.

Promotion
PSE promoted the open house through paid and organic social media posts on Facebook and Instagram, newspaper ads 
in the Bainbridge Island Review and Bainbridge Islander, postcards and the PSE Bainbridge monthly e-newsletter. We also 
provided our promotional toolkit to 20+ community leaders and local nonprofits to share via their existing communications 
distribution channels and help promote the online open house.

Facebook ad Bainbridge Islander ad Postcard

Bainbridge Island online 
open house summary
Puget Sound Energy held a self-paced online open house and accepted 
community feedback from October 23, 2024 – January 15, 2025.  
While feedback is no longer being accepted, the online open house  
is still available to view at bainbridgehybridsolution.com

By the numbers

Total site 
visitors829

New e-newsletter sign-ups  
(820 subscribers total)16

Postcards 
sent12,425

Social media 
impressions55k+

Total site 
views1k+

Local partners 
and organizations 
directly engaged20+
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